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The Proclamation

The Proclamation is Wilbur Cross High School’s student newspaper, published in 
print and online as virtual copies, an online blog, and a podcast site. It is dedicated to 
bringing you accurate, thorough, and complete news, features, arts, sports, editorials, 
and more. Opinions and viewpoints stated in The Proclamation are not necessarily 
the opinions or viewpoints of The Proclamation or its editors (except for unsigned 
lead editorials), the faculty advisor, Wilbur Cross High School, or the New Haven 
School District. The Proclamation is a designated public forum for student expres-
sion, and its mission and policy is to encourage student expression. Students make 
final decisions on content, edit the stories, and design the paper. View- points, includ-
ing ones that oppose those appearing in The Proclamation, are welcomed. Wilbur 
Cross High School students may submit articles and letters to the editor, the publi-
cation of which is subject to approval by the student editors. All articles and letters 
selected for publication are subject to being edited for length, clarity and appropriate 
language.”

Opinion

This spring has been a difficult time for students and teachers at Cross. In the 
midst of the usual rush towards graduation and summer vacation, Cross has 
suffered the loss of two important member of our community. Jericho Scott 
and Edwin Gonzalez will forever be remembered in the hearts and minds of 
the people in our school, and across New Haven. As a school, we have shown 
tremendous love for one another, and our capacity to support our fellow 
students and teachers in times of grief. While we congratulate our graduating 
seniors and wish them the best of luck, we also encourage everyone to remem-
ber that you are part of a bigger community. Without a community it is much 
harder to deal with shock. Mutual support is the ideal that underpins our com-
mon experience. While independence is essential to growth, so is taking time 
to appreciate and take care of the people around you. In the nest few weeks, as 
the events reced we need remember to hold each other a little closer.
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Silencing History
Khadija Hussain

 

For a country that prides itself on its status as a melting pot of ethnicities and 
nationalities, the US often falls short of properly educating its citizens about dif-
ferent cultures. Most recently, in Arizona, a bill was passed pulling the plug on 
“ethnic” studies in schools, most notably the Mexican American programs. The 
State Legislature claimed that these programs fostered an “anti-American bias” in 
schools, as well as “promoted resentment toward a race or class of people.” 
 These declarations are not only absurd, but also offensive. To say that 
these programs promote an anti-American bias is almost nonsensical, as there 
is no definition of an American. Are students who claim Mexican ancestors 
somehow less American than those who claim European heritage? What does it 
mean to be truly American? In educational terms, American too often seems to 
mean white. In schools, we learn a dominantly white history of America, start-
ing with colonization and leading up to present day. Black history is discussed, 
but only in terms of slavery and the Civil Rights Era, and Native Americans are 
mentioned only in terms of their relationship with white colonists. And these are 
only two major cultural groups. Countless other students often learn nothing of 
their heritage in schools. Ethnic studies programs play a huge role in teaching 
these students that they too, have a relevant “American” history, both in the past 
and today. And, having said this, it isn’t only those groups of students who can 
learn from these classes— all students should be taught about all cultures, and 
the wealth of national identities that make up the US. If we learn only about our 
roots, it’s impossible to understand the people around us, especially when we live 
in such a diverse environment. 
 Students deserve to learn about figures and movements outside of the 
majority white spectrum, to gain a different point of view. Black and Hispanic 
authors are often ignored in schools, stifling their voices in history. In Arizona, 
books like, “A People’s History of the United States,” by acclaimed historian 
Howard Zinn, and “Women Hollering Creek,” by Sandra Cisneros, famous author 
and key figure in Chicana literature, have been banned. The banning of these 
books literally forces students to ignore the other side of American history. Even 
in states where there are no such bans, students often only hear accounts written 
from a white (or European) point of view, stretching from Columbus to colonial-
ism to the World Wars. The other voices in these periods are often drowned out, 
especially in the case of Columbus. His log entries make him out to be a heroic 
missionary, in hopes of bringing civilization to the “savage” natives. It’s too rare 
that teachers assign other accounts of Columbus as readings— ones that portray 
him as the cruel conquistador he was, with intentions of enslaving and taking 
advantage of the native people. It’s imperative that students understand that there 
are different sides to everything, not only the so-called “American” point of view.

Smartphones are taking 
over
Kruti Patel, Daniel Iturbide

If I were to ask you what is in your 
pockets, what would you have? Gum? 
Money? A wallet? You are probably 
carrying a smartphone. We can’t live 
without them. Most of us will deny 
this personal attachment to a piece of 
technology, but we wake up panick-
ing when we can’t find it. We stare at 
them and tap them. I find it sad that we 
would rather make friends on Face-
book then talk to a new classmate. 
Researchers say that teenagers and 
adults spend too much time on their 
mobiles and other technologies, which 
can result in depression.
 When my whole family got 
together for Thanksgiving, I noticed 
that all the teens were on their phones 
scrolling through social medias. When 
I was growing up, I had to go outside 
to play and make friends. Now, my 
younger brother can just ask to play 
with my parents’ phones, and he’s 
happy for the rest of the day. Even my 
parents, who initially felt that smart-
phones killed brain cells, can’t escape 
the trend. My parents are as addicted to 
their screens as I am. 
 I also believe that parents 
should take the initiative and try to 
make their children read the newspa-
per, so that they know what is going on 
in the world. Everyone should take 30 
minute walks outside, which helps to 
relieve stress. Parents should sit with 
their children and ask about their day. 
It can be very difficult to undo the 
dependence on smartphones and tech-
nology. But it is 
very important 
to realize we are 
addicted, to read 
books and maps, 
go to the library 
for answers, and 
talk to our par-
ents and friends 
instead of to Siri.
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It’s Time to Pay College 
Athletes
Giovanni Shea

Paying college athletes has been a 
controversy in sports over the past 
few months. I believe that they should 
be paid, despite the arguments against 
it.
 The NCAA argues that college 
athletes should not be paid because 
most are attending school on scholar-
ships, effectively getting their educa-
tion for free. But consider that some 
student athletes did not receive schol-
arships and have to pay their tuition. 
Schools make hundreds of millions of 
dollars from sports programs. During 
the 2012-2013 season, NCAA schools 
made $10.5 billion combined, and 
none of this money went to the actual 
athletes. 
 Schools are not the only 
beneficiaries of college sports. The 
well-known sports video game maker, 
EA Sports, annually makes $125  
million, 5% of their yearly revenue, 
off NCAA themed video games. 
And while some of that money goes 
toward the schools, none of it is given 
to any of the athletes depicted. In 
2008, the University of Alabama had 
a total revenue of $123,769,841 from 
branding, media rights, donations, 
and ticket sales.  After expenses, 
$400,000 remained. The players were 
not among those expenses. 
So my question is, if schools can 
make money off of their athletes, 
shouldn’t the athletes themselves get 
paid?

Negativity
Iryiana Rivera

Many people focus too heavily on the 
negatives in life. It isn’t often that you 
find someone who doesn’t complain 
about at least one thing, dispropor-
tionately focusing on the wrong in 
the world rather than the positive. 
But nothing good can come from this 
worrying, and life could always be 
worse. The selfishness of those who 
don’t appreciate what they have really 
gets to me. Instead of complaining, 
try to fix these problems. No one else 
can fix them for you, and every prob-
lem has a solution. 
 We let things and people get 
to us, when we shouldn’t listen to 
those who don’t positively contribute 
to our lives. Instead, we need to de-
velop a thicker skin. We need to listen 
to ourselves. 
 Stop listing the things you 
don’t have, and be grateful for the 
things you do. Life offers so many 
opportunities and experiences, and 
it is up to you to accept them. These 
experiences will shape you. You will 
learn from them, and without learn-
ing, there is nothing. We hear “no” so 
many times that we come to expect it, 
but as James Brochin said, “when life 
finally says yes, take it.” 
 Ultimately, you control your 
life. So don’t take the good things and 
people for granted, because they may 
not always be there. Learn to identify 
what’s worth the worry and what is 
not. 

Charter Schools Rejected
Foster Hall

New Haven has joined the many cit-
ies across the United States in which 
the charter schools seem to be fight-
ing public ones. Charter Schools 
receive public funding, but operate 
independently of the public school 
system. Such schools have been a 
part of the education system in New 
Haven for many years. 
 However, a recent proposi-
tion by Achievement First, a charter 
school company based in New Haven, 
to partner with the Board of Educa-
tion has caused great controversy. 
Achievement First had purportedly 
offered a partnership in which the 
BoE would give the new charter 
school $2000 per student from NHPS 
district funds and $11,000 per student 
from state funds. That’s a whopping 
$13,000 per student. For a charter 
school with a student body the size of 
Wilbur Cross, thats $22,100,000 each 
year that would go to a given charter 
school. So what does the Board of 
Education get in return? The schools 
would reduce the burden of over-
crowding on Public Schools, a big 
problem in New Haven. This is where 
the controversy comes in. The way 
Charter schools are set up, they don’t 
have to adhere to the rules and regula-
tions that other schools have to abide 
by. That means that (among many 
other things) they can suspend and 
even expel kids as they please, and 
they do this surprisingly often.
  It is common for Charter 
schools to have suspension rates 
over twenty percent. The suspended 
students are then placed in pub-
lic schools where they continue to 
misbehave or receive low scores. The 
Charter school on the other hand is 
left with the upper crust, the students 
who are hard working and motivated. 
Charter advocates then use these stats 
to try and support the claim that 
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“Kids are trapped in failing schools”  
and that the charter schools are the 
only alternative. These assertions get 
charter schools more students, but 
more importantly more money in 
their pockets. If our superintendent 
Garth Harries really cares about the 
school system and its students, why 
is such a proposal even being negoti-
ated? Garth Harries hasn’t been our 
most active or popular superinten-
dent, but he recently took some action 
on the student’s behalf.  Harries has 
tabled negotiations with Achieve-
ment First, claiming “[They] began 
to threaten the foundation of school 
change, which is collaboration on 
behalf of kids.” This has effectively 
killed Achievement First’s proposal. 
Unfortunately, this was just one ver-
sion of the proposal, which will likely 
be revised and brought before the 
superintendent once again. Only time 
will tell whether or not an agreement 
is reached. 

We’re Not Hungry
Foster Hall

When students go to the Wilbur Cross cafeteria for lunch, they don’t expect to find food on par with that of a five star 
restaurant. To no one’s surprise, the general attitude toward Cross cafeteria food is almost completely negative. Many 
students would rather not eat all day than have food from Cross’s cafeteria. The primary reason for the unappealing 
food is its lack of the fundamental ingredients that people love in other foods. Things like grease, fat, sugar and salt are 
lacking from our school lunches. However, this is no fault of the cafeteria staff, whose hands are tied by federal man-
dates that ban the use of salt and limit the amounts of added sugar and fat that can be used in school food. Given the 
circumstances, the Wilbur Cross cafeteria staff, led by head chef Eric, are doing an excellent job making the food as 
tasty as they can. 
 I had the pleasure of sitting down with Eric to get some more information regarding our school’s food. I was 
pleasantly surprised when Eric told me that our school’s food is prepared from raw ingredients in house. “ I make the 
best of whatever ingredients they give me,” he told me. Right now, Eric’s main priority is to get more kids to eat the 
school food, particularly from the salad bar. Eric says that given the growing amounts of produce he has to order each 
week, the effort to attract students to the salad bar has been effective. Fortunately, an active effort is being made to 
improve the menu at Wilbur Cross. According to Eric, some possible additions to the menu in the future include a Ja-
maican style beef patty and mushroom meatball pasta. Several weeks ago a buffet of potential new lunches was set up 
in the Cross cafeteria after school. People were given a survey sheet on which they recorded the foods they enjoyed the 
most. The results will be key in deciding what new foods the school will be serving. To conclude the interview, I asked 
Eric what he would change, if he could only change one thing. To this he replied that he would appreciate better quality 
ingredients, such as a fresh chicken breast. However, he noted that he likely will not receive such new ingredients. 
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All Quiet on the Hudson 
Front
By Aneurin Canham-Clyne

It’s time to be done with America. 
The country of the future is New 
England. E Unum Pluribus and all 
that nonsense. If New England were 
independent we could do all the 
things America cannot, like taking 
care of our infrastructure, or socializ-
ing medicine. New England is a self-
contained region, stretching from the 
Hudson River to the Atlantic ocean. 
And yes I’m including New York City 
in New England. Our economy would 
tank without it. As it stands New 
England is culturally, historically, and 
politically separate from America. We 
should not be held back by the mad-
ness of the Midwest. 
 A free New England would 
be able to invest in things like green 
energy and an advanced, modern 
economy, as opposed to professional 
torturers and billion dollar flying 
phallic symbols. New England, our 
country, would no longer be forced to 
participate in the farce of Empire.
 New England has a long his-
tory of independence. We started the 
American Revolution; we lead the 
drive for abolition. America was born 
here. It’s time for us to leave this 
declining, dysfunctional empire. Dis-
solution now.

Walter Scott
Khadija Hussain
 
 Police brutality and racial 
profiling has long been a major prob-
lem in America, but over the course 
of the past year, it has become clear 
that we need change— not only in 
the police force, but in the minds of 
many Americans who still refuse to 
acknowledge the discrimination that 
many African American citizens face 
every day.
 Recently, a video was pro-
vided to the New York Times that 
showed a white policeman, Michael 
Slager, shooting and killing unarmed 
Walter Scott, a black North Charles-
ton resident. Scott first encountered 
the officer at a traffic stop, where they 
spoke, and Scott eventually got out 
of the car and began to run. The New 
York Times video, shot by a passerby, 
begins in an empty lot, after Slager 
has been pursuing Scott for a few 
blocks. The video first shows the men 
wrestling over an object, and then 
Scott turns to run again. When he is 
about 15 to 20 feet away, still flee-
ing, Slager fires eight times, mortally 
wounding him. Slager then places the 
object of the scuffle near Scott’s body, 
and handcuffs him. Later in the video, 
more officers arrive. None of these 
officers are shown performing CPR. 
 Contrary to what is shown in 
the video, Slager reports that Scott 
had taken his stun gun, which is why 
he shot him. This attempt to throw 
off the blame demonstrates one of the 
major flaws of today’s police force— 
the belief that because of their race, 
white officers will be let off the hook. 
Slager must have known that the 
evidence of the crime scene would 
point to him as a murderer, yet he still 
lied about Scott having stolen his stun 
gun. He expected that people would 
believe him, and for a while, they did. 
Initial police reports stated that Slager 
resorted to using his gun only after 
his stun gun had been wrestled from 
him. This is far from the truth. 

It was only when actual footage was 
released that the police were forced to 
change their statements. Without this 
video, it’s very possible that Slager 
may never have been brought to 
justice. 
 In many cases of white of-
ficers shooting unarmed black men, 
there is still much debate over what 
really happened. If someone had 
filmed the encounter between Michael 
Brown and Officer Darren Wilson, 
might Wilson have been indicted for 
murder? This video is living proof of 
the social injustices that many Afri-
can Americans face on a daily basis, 
and the problems of discrimination 
in America’s police forces. Perhaps 
this footage is exactly what America 
needs— something to force people 
into action. There are still many 
people in America who still ignore 
the police victimization of African 
Americans, and with this proof, hope-
fully we can end their denial. 
 This case is similar to hun-
dreds of cases in America, set apart 
by only one thing. In this case, a 
video that shows it all and serves as 
a window, as if we are all witnesses. 
And, as witnesses, we have to take 
a stand to call for reform. The po-
lice can no longer victimize African 
Americans, and people can no longer 
deny it. This problem has been hap-
pening in America for far too long— 
and it’s time to make a change.
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News

New Best Video
Alondra Bermudez

Welcome to Best Video! The name of 
the store couldn’t be more appropri-
ate. In the age of the internet, almost 
anything can be found online. With 
Netflix and Amazon at the top of the 
internet streaming media business, 
stores like Best Video that rent out 
DVDs and VHS tapes, are in increas-
ing danger of extinction. Customers 
have already switched to the internet 
for sources of entertainment. With a 
huge change like this we must help 
save, preserve, and expand great 
video archives. 
 On April 25th, the Outer 
Space Bar and Lounge hosted a Best 
Video benefit concert in hopes of 
raising money for the video store. In 
times like this, it is difficult to keep 
Best Video as a for profit business, 
so the store has become a non-profit. 
Best Video opened its doors for the 
first time in May of 1985, thanks to 
Hank Paper, who enjoyed sharing 
movies he loved with his neighbors 
when he was young. The majority of 
the audience at the benefit were 

 Hank’s loyal customers, who came 
in support of the store. The room was 
dimly lit, with with tables and chairs 
scattered about. Talented local bands 
performed onstage while classic 
movies of all genres were projected 
on the screen behind. In addition to 
saving Best Video, Heidi Hamilton, 
the director of the new non-for-profit, 
hopes to reach out to the New Haven 
Public Schools and create a film club 
for students throughout the district. 
Hamilton plans to develop a cur-
riculum, introduce different genres 
of films, and have students discuss 
them. Films being shown would cer-
tainly be movies that invoke a kind of 
response, whether an emotional one, 
or just a plain laugh, or a good fright. 
Instead of sitting in classrooms bored 
by squeaky seats, dry markers, mono-
tone teachers, and the quiet ticking of 
a clock, we could expose more vari-
ety to young people by giving them 
something to talk about. Not only will 
students be able to discuss the impact 
of films, but they may even be in-
spired to create their own films. Stu-
dents can learn about the technologi-
cal aspects, the process of developing 
a script, and the different directorial 
strategies that go into filmmaking. 
This can be a great opportunity for 
students to gain a better understand-
ing of classic movies, why we watch 
them, and why we love them. That’s 
why Best Video needs to stay around. 
Sitting with friends, family, or by 
yourself, watching any movie you can 
think of, is a magical thing. It brings 
people out of the internet realm, and 
into the real world of viewing plea-
sure. Best Video builds a connecting 
community; bonding new and old 
friends through the wonders of film. 
“It’s really something beautiful,” says 
John, a friend of Hank Paper. And as I 
look into the crowd, at all the infinite 
smiles, eyes glued to the stage while a 
band performs, I can’t help but agree. 
It is something beautiful.

ISIS 
Aneurin Canham-Clyne
 
Tadmur was a relatively quiet city 
in central Syria, located within sight 
of the ruins of Palmyra, an ancient 
metropolis. At the start of the Syr-
ian Civil War, troops loyal to Assad 
crushed unrest in Tadmur. The city 
eventually fell to ISIS on May 21st.
Tadmur is the site of an infamous 
political prison, and was the center 
of Syrian natural gas production. The 
Assad regime depends on gas from 
the region to supply electricity to the 
major cities still under their control. 
The loss of Tadmur followed a string 
of defeats and inconclusive battles 
that have seen the Assad regime 
pressed in southern and northwestern 
Syria.
 The fight for Tadmur lasted 
for a little under two weeks. Accord-
ing to the New York Times, Syrian 
soldiers ran out of ammunition during 
the final days. Eventually, Govern-
ment morale collapsed, and ISIS 
troops stormed the city using artil-
lery and suicide bombers. After the 
fall of the city, ISIS fighters report-
edly called for civilians to reveal 
the locations of hiding soldiers and 
government workers. At least forty 
nine people were publicly executed. 
Retreating government soldiers were 
also killed, and some political prison-
ers were freed by ISIS. The militants 
have begun distributing bread. 
 Palmyra was first mentioned 
close to four thousand years ago. For 
much of its history it was a minor 
trading oasis, part of the shifting 
hinterlands of a number of Empires. 
Following the division of Alexander’s 
Empire, Palmyra became a major 
trading station. During the Roman era 
Palmyra was a massive semi-auton-
omous metropolis, with a population 
approaching a quarter of a million.

Palmyra was first sacked by the em-
peror Aurelian, in 273, after breaking 
with Rome to form its own eastern 
empire. Empires came and went, 
but Palmyra remained as a relatively 
stable trading city. Then, in 1400, it 
was destroyed for good by the Persian 
Timurid army. A village remained in 
the ruins of the city’s largest temple 
for five hundred years, until the 
French transferred the populace to 
nearby Tadmur.
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Big Deal ? 
Jon Hayward 

Recently, rumors were finally con-
firmed that a $45 billion deal between 
Time-Warner Cable and Comcast, inci-
dentally the second and first most hated 
companies in America, fell through. 
The deal itself would have merged the 
two most powerful cable companies, 
both politically and financially, in the 
US. The talks had been under scrutiny 
by the Federal Communications Com-
mision since they began, but the DOJ 
filed suit in early April, claiming that 
the merger violated antitrust laws and 
was against the interest of the Ameri-
can people. After much deliberation, 
FCC regulators met with the executives of Comcast on Wednesday to inform them that the deal was off. The FCC has 
ruled that the deal was simply too big, and would discourage competition. Comcast waited until Friday to officially 
announce the end of talks with Time Warner. As it stands, Time Warner is a vulnerable place, and is being examined by 
several other companies, including Charter Communications, for another attempted buyout. 
 After quickly rocketing up in the world of business, the ruling of the FCC on this latest deal appears to be a ma-
jor setback for Brian Roberts, the CEO of Comcast. At the beginning of the talks, Roberts had plead with Tom Wheeler, 
the Chairman of the FCC, that the merger would be in the best interest of the country because it would raise speeds of 
internet for all Americans. Roberts limited his response to the ruling Friday, issuing only a terse statement: “Today, we 
move on”. Wheeler however, made it very clear in his own announcement that the merger would have “posed an unac-
ceptable risk to competition and innovation.” Attorney General Eric Holder, seemed to have the last word, asserting that 
“The company’s decision to abandon this deal is the best outcome for American consumers.” Analysts and observers 
of the market predict that Comcast may look into expanding its own services, potentially moving into wireless, or will 
look towards new markets for a larger merger with European communications giant Liberty Global. The fate of Time-
Warner remains up in the air, in spite of the company’s quick recovery from the 2008 crash.

Ambassador Attacked
Roland Galberth

In March, Mark Lippert, the U.S. Ambassador to South Korea, was 
brutally attacked at a breakfast meeting organized by the Korean 
Council for Reconciliation and Cooperation in Seoul. Lippert was 
assaulted by an Anti U.S. nationalist who wanted the North and 
South Korean peninsula to be reunited. 
 The attacker, Kim Ki-Jong reportedly shouted, “It can’t be 
done unless South Korea stops associating with The United States,” 
while being wrestled to the ground after slicing Mark Lippert in the 
face. Lippert was rushed outside of the meeting, holding his face, 
which was badly slashed by a ten inch knife carried. Lippert was 
cut from his upper right cheekbone to his lower jaw bone. He suf-
fered nerve and tendon damage and was also sliced on the hand. Ki-
Jong received a suspended two year sentence in 2010, after throw-
ing a piece of concrete at the Japanese Ambassador.
 No  background checks or searches were performed on the 
attendees. 
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Forced To Fight 
Kimberley Villanueva

A 17 year old girl who initially 
refused treatment for a highly cur-
able cancer is now in remission and 
is seeking release from state cus-
tody to finish her last two months of 
chemotherapy at home, the teen and 
her lawyer said Monday. The patient, 
called only “Cassandra C,” in court 
papers, has changed her mind about 
undergoing chemotherapy for Hodg-
kin lymphoma, once seeing the drugs 
as “poison.” She now fully intends to 
complete her prescribed, six month 
regimen she told NBC news. Her 
words are “I am committed to finish-
ing the rest of my chemo, which is 
2 more cycles, March and April. I 
would love more than anything to 
be able to come home to finish it all. 
I miss my life so dearly, especially 
my mom, my cat and my boyfriend,” 
Cassandra typed from her hospi-
tal room in an interview conducted 
via Facebook messages. State child 
welfare took Cassandra’s phone away 
from her in December and didn’t 
return it until six weeks after it was 
reported. When the teen got her phone 
back it wasn’t working properly.

Two Aging Men Fight Each Other
Foster Hall

It was a crazy sight. Two time Republican presidential candidate and ex-gov-
ernor of Massachusetts Mitt Romney stepped in the boxing ring with former 
heavyweight boxing champion Evander Holyfield. The first question that prob-
ably comes to mind is “Why?” Well, for charity of course. The fight’s main 
purpose was to raise money for a charity called Charity Vision, which fights 
blindness in poor third world countries. In all, the donations totaled at over one 
million dollars, according to Romney’s twitter. While the fight itself wasn’t as 
exciting as I expected, it was rather hilarious watching two elderly men “box.” 
If I had to describe the fight I would say it looked as if two men were attempt-
ing to pat each other down for weapons while on a trampoline. This awkward 
patting lasted for two rounds before Romney knocked Holyfield down (or 
rather he fell over) and the towel was thrown in. Not exactly a Mayweather vs 
Pacquiao kind of fight, but still one I would recommend watching. 

New Boathouse
Foster Hall

Since 2004, the city of New Haven has been working on building a boathouse on Long Wharf to replace the old Yale 
boathouse, which was demolished in 2007 to make way for the highway. Due to the lack of available land and shallow 
water on Long Wharf, the city decided to build the boathouse on a one acre concrete platform supported by 330 steel 
piles. By doing this, they reduced the impacts on the sub-aquatic ecosystem, while also making space available for the 
boathouse and the activities that will occur once it’s built. At this point, construction of the platform is complete, and 
construction of the building itself is scheduled to begin this fall. 
 The boathouse and the platform will provide a public space for recreational and educational programs relating 
to New Haven Harbor. When it opens in spring of 2017, the boathouse will have a variety of functions. Not only will it 
serve as a storage facility for nearly every type of boat, but the first floor will be used by the University of New Haven 
as wet lab space for its marine biology program. Additionally, the second floor will have two multipurpose rooms for 
meetings, events and workout space. The structure even includes a catering kitchen. On the concrete platform, there are 
also several docks, for sailboats, kayaks, rowing shells and canoes. The City of New Haven established a non-for-profit 
organization called Canal Dock Boathouse Incorporation (or CDBI) to operate and manage the different programs. Cur-
rently, CDBI is running indoor rowing programs at Metropolitan Business academy, as well as Hillhouse High School. 
The organization is also trying to reach out to Wilbur Cross in hopes of starting a rowing program for students here 
as well. In addition, CDBI plans to offer rowing programs at their temporary location, which will be open to all New 
Haven Public School students by September 2015. 
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Humans in Space
Alyssa Pagan and Allegra Ranelli 

On March 27th of this year, NASA 
astronaut Scott Kelly, and Mikhail 
Kornieko of Russia left for space, 
where they will be staying for one 
year. This is known as the One Year 
Mission for the Human Research 
Program. Kelly and Kornieko will 
be going to the International Space 
Station, which orbits earth. It is the 
largest space station in orbit and can 
be seen from Earth by the naked eye. 
The purpose of this mission is for 
NASA to collect data on how spend-
ing a prolonged amount of time in 
space will affect the human body. 
This information will contribute to 
future projects—specifically possible 
missions to Mars. NASA already has 
information about what happens to 
the body in space for up to about six 
months, but the year long expedition 
is unknown territory.  
 After years of research, sci-
entists have found that people’s bone 
density decreases in space. Instead 
walking around and bearing their own 
weight, the microgravity in the sta-
tion allows astronauts to float freely. 
Because of this, muscles are not 
subjected to the regular conditions of 
earth, making them weaker. Without 
much use, the leg muscles weaken. 
This is why astronauts must exercise 
quite often. The heart muscle also 
doesn’t have to work as hard to dis-
tribute blood to the upper body, which 
can weaken it. The lack of gravity 
allows the spine vertebrae to separate, 
expanding the spine. These are just a 
few of the effects of being in space. 
With more research, NASA will know 
more possible long term effects that 
are currently undiscovered. NASA 
plans to compare Scott Kelly and his 
twin brother (who is staying on earth) 
to see how he may change genetically 
or physiologically in comparison to 
his twin. As the mission proceeds, 
data is being collected daily. 

The astronauts follow protocol by 
keeping a sleep log. When in space, 
astronauts must adjust their sleep 
schedule to their location. They also 
complete a reaction test and a motor 
skills experiment. These tests moni-
tor their health and dexterity. Other 
aspects of their biology are also being 
recorded, such as their stem cell dif-
ferentiation— this contributes to their 
bone mass. 
 Age will also be measured. 
The twins will be essentially be part 
of the concept of the twin paradox, 
a theory of Einstein’s that explains 
the relativity of time in space. The 
theory suggests how a twin moving in 
space would age slower than a twin 
on earth because of the speed of the 
craft. When in space, Scott Kelly’s 
telomeres (the ends of his chromo-
somes) will be exposed to radiation 
that his twin will not be exposed to. 
This radiation will damage the telo-
meres that protect his DNA. When 
telomeres shorten it is the process of 
aging. In a sense, Scott Kelly will age 
faster, yet at the time slower, than his 
twin according to the twin paradox 
theory and theory of relativity. The 
astronauts have a schedule set for 
every day, for various labs and proce-
dures they must complete for further 
research. Not only is the One Year 
Mission for data on changes that oc-
cur to people for long period of time 
in space, but it will gather additional 
data for ongoing space projects. The 
International Space Station is a pro-
gram in itself which will end in 2024, 
but the US and Russia plan to build 
additional stations in the future.

The Thrill is Gone
Allegra Ranelli and Alyssa Pagan

One of the most prominent voices 
in American Blues passed away  on 
Thursday, May 14. B.B King was 
one of the best guitarists and artists 
of our time. Known as the ambas-
sador of Blues, King toured as long 
as he possibly could and only can-
celled his last tour this past fall due 
to exhaustion from diabetes. His 
career spanned several decades and 
he dedicated much of his time and 
passion to music. He worked hard 
and committed himself to what he 
loved. In doing so, he became one of 
the most well known and respected 
musicians worldwide. He played 
thousands of shows. He even helped 
start the Chit’lin circuit, a set of per-
formances African Americans could 
take part in. It was a tour of musicians 
that ran from the 1900’s to the 1960’s 
through several states across the 
country at bars, theaters, and various 
other venues. The circuit is credited 
with creating Rock and Roll. It was 
a lively time of flourishing culture 
and music in the black community. 
King performed with artists such as 
Count Basie, Ella Fitzgerald, Duke 
Ellington, Sam Cooke, Ray Charles 
and many others. They all impacted 
America through music.
 “The minute I stop singing 
orally, I start to sing by playing Lu-
cille.” The love of B.B Kings life was 
Lucille, his guitar. In 1949, there was 
a fire at the night club he was pre-
forming in. The fire was started over 
a woman named Lucille. Since then, 
every guitar that he has used, has 
been named Lucille. Out of the many 
that he owned, the one he kept the 
longest was a black Gibson ES355, 
later to be renamed the Gibson Lu-
cille. 
 King developed a strong per-
sonal style. “I never wanted to be like 
other blues singers. I might like hear-
ing them play, but I’ve never wanted 
to be anyone other than myself.”
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An Island Divided
Jonathan Hayward 
 
Eight months ago, Scotland hung in 
the balance. Millions of voters across 
Scotland were deciding whether or 
not to leave the United Kingdom and 
become an independent nation. As the 
tally came in, the message was clear; 
Scotland would stay in the UK. 
The final result was a stark defeat of 
the Yes Scotland movement. With 
almost all regions voting in a majority 
“Nay” on the vote, the Scottish Na-
tional Party (SNP) had great reason to 
fear for its life. In the previous elec-
tions, in 2010, the SNP had only got-
ten 19.9% of the popular vote; receiv-
ing only five seats in Parliament. The 
Labour Party, as had been the case for 
the past fifty years, took the major-
ity of the Scottish seats. The SNP’s 
yearning for an independent Scotland 
was seemingly defeated by the time 
of the 2014 referendum. 
 However, in this most recent 
national election, the SNP won an un-
imaginable victory against Labour. 50 
out of 56 of the seats in Scotland went 
to the SNP. But this election has far 
greater meaning for the deeper trends 
in politics on the Isle. While England 
has grown increasingly conservative 
and anti-European due to the influ-
ence of the Conservative, Liberal-
Democrat, and UK Independence 
parties, Scotland increasingly favors 
adopting more Eurocentric policies, 
coupled with less sovereignty in the 
EU. While the 2014 referendum was 
a setback for the independence move-
ment in Scotland, the 2015 general 
elections have proven that the move-
ment is still alive. If the SNP plays its 
cards right and their English neigh-
bors continue their rightward path, we 
could see a split in the British Isles by 
2020. With the Tory majority in Wes-
minister, David Cameron has avoided 
the curse of the coalition, and asserted 
the dominance of his renewed Con-
servative movement over a disjointed 
nation. 

German Wings
Khadija Hussain 

The German plane crash a few months ago has turned out to be far more sinis-
ter than previously believed, with allegations that the copilot may have delib-
erately caused the accident. The Germanwings Airbus A320 was flying from 
Barcelona, Spain, to Düsseldorf, Germany when it crashed on March 23rd in 
the French Alps, killing all 150 passengers on board. 
 Black box voice recordings have been discovered from the plane’s 
wreckage, uncovering disturbing evidence about the copilot, Andreas Lubitz. 
A “calm and smooth” conversation is held between him and the other pilot, 
and then the audio reveals that one of the pilots leaves. When he returns, the 
recording indicates that he is attempting to enter the cockpit— but the door has 
been locked. Lubitz makes no attempt to open the door or communicate. In-
stead, he can be heard breathing calmly as the other pilot tries to smash down 
the door. Minutes later, screams are heard as the plane descended, crashing in 
the mountains northwest of Nice, France. 
 So far, no verifiable evidence has been discovered to suggest any sort 
of motive for Lubitz. No suicide note or religious or political documents were 
in his apartment. However, prosecutors say that a doctors note, excusing him 
from work on the day of the crash, was found. This note supports an assess-
ment that Lubitz may have had an illness that he kept secret from his employ-
ers and colleagues. It is still unclear whether this illness was psychological, 
and whether it would have had any impact on his mental state. However, it is 
clear that the crash was deliberate. There is evidence that Lubitz spoke about 
wanting to leave his mark on the world, perhaps through a tragedy such as this 
one. He was also reported to have suicidal tendencies. 
 Many people have said that a mental disorder cannot be blamed for 
Lubitz’s crashing the plane, unlike people like Adam Lanza, who had serious 
mental issues. This opinion gives way to a newfound fear of those who are 
supposed to keep the general public safe. To combat this, a Germanwings pilot 
comforted the passengers on a plane soon after the crash. He reassured the 
passengers that he had loved ones who he wanted to get home to, and that they 
were in safe hands. 
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Token Bill
Aneurin Canham-Clyne

 Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell will allow the USA Freedom 
Act to come to a vote. The USA Freedom Act could be the first legislative re-
versal for the military-intelligence system since the start of the War on Terror.
 Since 9/11 restrictions on espionage and military action have crumbled. 
Since the passage of the Patriot Act the NSA, CIA, and FBI have expanded 
their ability to surveil citizens with effective impunity. The only curb on sur-
veillance came from the FISA court, established in the late 1979. The FISA 
court was set up to process requests for surveillance of Foreigners. Many of 
these surveillance requests also gave spy agencies permission to spy on Ameri-
cans connected to the foreigners in question. The FISA courts received 19,906 
requests between 2001 and 2013. It denied 12 of them.
  Documents disclosed by Edward Snowden indicate that the NSA’s 
bulk collection schemes, partially authorized by the FISA Court, store the 
content of text and picture messages. Under the Secret Jurisprudence set by the 
FISA court, this is legal is the data leaves American borders at any point,which 
happens to a vast number of messages.
 The Patriot Act allows the NSA and FBI virtually limitless authority to 
spy on Americans, particularly by wiretap.
 Portions of the Patriot Act that legalized mass spying are set to expire 
on June 1st. The USA Freedom act would ensure that the NSA had to make 
specific requests from Phone companies, instead of indiscriminately and se-
cretly intercepting all call information. 
 But the American Military-intelligence system has a history of break-
ing the law, from violation of constitutional power to the loosest strictures 
placed upon it. The last fourteen years have seen a massive redefinition of 
Presidential military power. In 2011 President Obama intervened in the Libyan 
Civil war despite Congress voting decisively against the Authorization of 
Force. American intervention in Syria came about without an Authorization of 
Force even coming to a vote. The Executive branch has effectively limitless 
power to wage war now.
 The USA Freedom Act is a step in weakening the perpetual war ma-
chine. But it is a tiny step, coming after Fourteen years of legal and practical 
entrenchment on the part of the Government. In some ways the Office of the 
President had become the Office of an Emperor. At least where foreign lives 
are concerned.    

Hillary and 2016: A 
Match Made in Heaven?
Jonathan Hayward 

 Without even one ballot cast, 
anchors across the media are already 
calling the election, almost a year out 
from Iowa. Our second Clinton, and 
this time a woman! Facing almost no 
serious opposition for the nominee, 
Hillary may run unopposed in the 
primary. Elizabeth Warren, possibly 
Hillary’s only serious opponent, has 
vehemently denied that she will run. 
But Hillary has an even tougher can-
didate to campaign against; herself. 
Despite Hillary’s attempts to fight the 
accusations, her detractors’ biggest 
critique is that she’s another dynastic, 
Washington-insider candidate for the 
Presidency. Hillary’s democrats may 
be facing more and more opposition, 
with Bernie Sanders’ populist-based 
nomination, and Martin O’Malley in 
the running for the centrist vote. But 
Hillary has proven herself as an adept 
statesman, diplomat, and political ge-
nius, more so than her fellow candi-
date. She has made it clear that she is 
not just as another face on a dynasty. 
 After graduating from Welles-
ley as an undergrad and Yale Law 
School, Hillary moved to Arkansas 
with her new husband, Bill Clinton. 
There she worked as an advocate 
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for minority rights, and cofounded 
Arkansas Advocates for Children 
and Families in 1977. After serving 
as Bill’s first lady for both the State 
of Arkansas and the United States, 
Hillary went on to become the first 
female senator from the New York in 
2000. While she often opposed the 
domestic agenda of the Republican 
Bush Administration as a Senator, 
critics often cite her vote on both the 
PATRIOT Act and the Use of Military 
Force in Iraq Authorization as char-
acterizing her foreign policies. Her 
biggest detractors claim that she is no 
different than any of the GOP candi-
dates on foreign policy. 
 Despite this, her time serving 
as Secretary of State would appear to 
nullify this point. Serving under Pres-
ident Obama from 2009 to 2013, Hill-
ary advocated for the use of “smart 
power”. As her book, Hard Choices, 
describes, Hillary envisioned smart 
power as “the right combination of 
tools— diplomatic, economic, mili-
tary, political, legal, and cultural— 
for each situation”. Under Obama, 
Hillary oversaw the end of the Iraq 
War and the deescalation of both the 
Afghan and Pakistani Conflicts. She 
sought to expand human rights in 
oppressive regimes across Asia, and 
strengthened American leadership 
abroad. Hillary’s time in office (as 
a senator and a secretary) has seen 
some of the worst crisis of the past 
several decades. But unlike many of 
her GOP partners, Hillary has proven 
herself through her legislative and 
diplomatic work serving our country.

Mediterranean Migrants
Khadija Hussain

Over the past year, immigration has risen to the forefront of controversial is-
sues in Europe. The growing influence of political parties like UKIP in Brit-
ain, and the German Pediga Party has increased the anti-immigrant sentiment 
throughout the continent. Recently, reports of the worst ever migrant disaster 
on the Mediterranean Sea, in which over 800 people were killed, has sparked 
massive debate over what role the European Union should play in ensuring 
safety for these refugees. Human rights and immigration advocates have been 
calling for reform, asking officials to look at the root of the problem. Syr-
ian refugees, who make up the largest group of immigrants, are escaping a 
civil war in their home country, while Eritreans, the second largest group, are 
leaving due to a repressive and violent government. Their plight reflects the 
struggle of the other thousands of immigrants, who cite instability and chaos at 
home among their reasons to leave. 
 Despite all this, the EU has had an overall lack of response to the 
crisis. They have released a ten point plan to prevent further tragedies, but this 
bloc seems to ignore the ultimate issue at hand— the lives of the hundreds of 
thousands of migrants who risk their lives every day, in hopes of a brighter 
future. Migration charities estimate that as many as 20,000 people have died 
at sea in the last two decades, trying to reach Europe. Instead of addressing the 
root problem, the plan seems more concerned with catching and punishing the 
smugglers who are trafficking people into people. The proposal states that the 
EU will make a “systematic effort to capture and destroy vessels used by the 
people smugglers, using the EU’s counter-piracy Atalanta operation off Soma-
lia as a model.” While operation Atalanta may have made sense against pirates 
and criminals, it’s a counterintuitive method to use against refugees seeking 
asylum. 



The Proclamation 14 June 2015

Naturalization
Gabriel Ramirez Maldonado and Leah Rivers

Friday the thirteenth, for most, is known as a day of bad luck. But it brought 
great joy to 28 undocumented immigrants who were naturalized in the federal 
court that morning. It was a great experience for all, including cross alumni 
Mohammed Mohammed. 
 “Now, as a citizen, I will exercise my right to vote and I will also try 
to support any campaign. It doesn’t have to be a presidential campaign, but I 
would like to be more involved in politics.” Naturalization can be seen as a 
dream come true, but Otyna from Jamaica expressed fear. “I thought people 
would beat me up and make fun of me like in the American movies that I’ve 
watched. Luckily, I found people who were super nice and took me underneath 
their wings.” One of the new citizens, Maria from Venezuela, said: “Keep 
working hard, keep going forward in life, and try being a better person every 
day.” Current US citizens take this simple message for granted, but it is a mile-
stone and something to live by for those who have just become citizens or are 
keeping residence in the United States illegally. 
 Not only was it great for us students, but a nostalgic experience for our 
civics teacher, Mr. Brochin, and his mother. In 1952, Mrs. Brochin was sworn 
into citizenship at the exact courtroom we went to. It was the first time that she 
stepped foot into that courtroom since then, and seemed to enjoy reliving the 
experience with her son. Mr. Brochin also went to school at Davis St. School 
and graduated with the Federal Magistrate Judge in 1971. 
 We got to know the judge a little. After attending New Haven public 
schools for 13 years, she decided to become a judge of the court. “Being a 
judge can be quite hard, but I believe that giving citizenship is an important 
job and I appreciate these new citizens because America is made up of citi-
zens.” Overall, it was a wonderful and enjoyable experience; from the tight se-
curity, to the floral design of the ceiling, and to the smiling faces of the proud 
new citizens of this great country.

Citizenship
Bahaulddin Al Tameemi

My name is Bahaa and I got to Wilbur 
Cross High School. I am a student in 
Mr. Brochin’s civics class. Recently, 
our class took a field trip to the court, 
where people can receive US citizen-
ship.  We also went to Yale Univer-
sity’s library.
 We took the bus to downtown 
New Haven and walked to the court. 
When we entered, we saw security 
and Mr. Brochin’s mother, who was 
very erudite. We saw people waiting 
to take the citizenship test. After one 
hour, the Magistrate came into the 
room and everyone stood respectfully. 
After she spoke, she told the man 
to stand and put his hand up to read 
The Oath of Allegiance to the United 
States of America. The students took 
many pictures and everyone sang 
the National Anthem. The Magis-
trate gave citizenship to people from 
Australia, Iraq, Egypt, Ecuador, and 
Russia. 
 After the everyoene finished, 
the students asked questions about 
citizenship: Why did you come to the 
United States? Do you like the United 
States? They were all very happy, 
having just received citizenship, and 
took pictures with the Magistrate. I 
felt very happy, because I will take 
the citizenship test in about four 
years, and Mohamed, a senior at Wil-
bur Cross, became a citizen this year. 
 We then went outside to eat 
lunch and play football. After lunch, 
we went to the Yale library, which 
was big and beautiful, and had many 
old books. We took many pictures.
 Back in civics class, every-
one felt very happy. It was a good 
trip because the students who do not 
have citizenship could see their future 
when they do apply for United States 
citizenship.

Mr. Brochin’s Class visited the 
couthouse. The following articles 
and spread detail the trip.

Features
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Throw Down Your Heart
Daniel Iturbide 

On the day we saw “Throw Down 
Your Heart,” Mr. Brochin decided 
that the only way we could learn 
how to describe something was to 
eat and taste some snacks. We ate 
many assorted foods, from blueber-
ries to olives, and describe them. The 
olive tasted spicy, with an amount of 
salt that made it bitter and disgust-
ing. I immediately spit it out. After 
the olive, I didn’t especially want 
to try anything else, but we had to. 
I decided to try the two different 
kinds of cheeses, which I had never 
tasted before. The yellower one was 
gooey with a really strong flavor that 
crawled down my throat and re-
mained for a few minutes. I regretted 
eating it and tried the whiter cheese, 
which was surprisingly sweet. It 
was how cheese should be; salty and 
chewy, melting with each bite. After 
the tasting experiment, we watched 
the film. The movie is about Bela 
Fleck, a well known banjo player, 
who went to Africa with a film crew 
to find the origin of the bango. They 
traveled to Gambia, Mali, Tanzania, 
and Uganda. Fleck first experienced 
the musical culture of Africa in a 
village where he played alongside a 
group of musicians who were “loud 
as a rock band.” A long instrument 
resembling a Marimba was laid on the 
ground.

Citizeship Interviews
Marilyn Villacres

All my classmates started moving 
around, starting to interview people 
about the naturalization process. Our 
class was taking a trip to the court-
house with Mr. Brochin, to see the 
naturalization ceremony. We were 
there to observe the process of be-
coming a U.S citizen All the people 
in the court must take the Oath of Al-
legiance to the United States. It was 
great to be a part of the experience, 
and the judge was nice to us. Mr. Bro-
chin’s mother also attended the trip— 
she speaks Spanish very well, which 
was helpful for Spanish speakers. 

I interviewed a Polish man called 
Tadeiusz Kosudan. He was there with 
his son, who helped translate for his 
father. Mr. Kosudan was very excited 
about the process. He said, “Everyone 
dreams of justice, of having rights, 
and of freedom for everyone. The 
work opportunities that there are in 
America are great, and I feel free 
here.”

I liked the food at lunch, and the 
libraries were cool to visit. The other 
students and I took many pictures. 
The bus ride home was very fun, all 
the teachers told stories that made the 
students laugh. I hope to go on more 
field trips like this in the future!

 Each player hit different keys with 
sticks, making them bounce and 
shake. They synchronized, their 
rhythm one with the machine. Other 
musicians had flutes, shakers, and 
small drums with different beats. 
There were singers who sang high 
and loud, over the big marimba. They 
were all so full of energy that we 
couldn’t watch without shaking our 
feet. Fleck played alongside them 
with his banjo, but the sound was 
drowned by the band’s volume. It did 
not impact the song. 
 He then meets Ruth Ake-
llo, the only woman who plays the 
Thumb Piano—an instrument that 
only men usually learn to play in their 
culture. The thumb piano is a hand 
held instrument with metal keys that 
make a miniature piano with soft 
“thump” noises. Ruth explains how 
she believes that God wanted her to 
be a boy, which is why she could play 
the instrument very well. She even 
was afraid to show her talent when 
she was beginning, but after a while 
she wasn’t afraid. Even the guide 
called her a “wizard” because of her 
skills with the thumb piano. 
 Ruth, Fleck and other musi-
cians with bongos, shakers, or thumb 
pianos all came together and sang a 
church song about Jesus. While play-
ing the thumb piano, Ruth also sings 
the main chorus while the other musi-
cians sing behind her. Ruth seemed 
to be full of passion in the way she 
moved and sang. She also goes on her 
own little solo, while Fleck blends the 
banjo perfectly into the song, trying 
to find the perfect rhythm and the pat-
tern. The whole song is very catchy 
and soothing. Everyone couldn’t 
help but move to the beat and even 
a man was shown to start dancing to 
the way Ruth played. I even found 
myself shaking my head to the upbeat 
rhythm, that sounded almost tropical. 
They end the song and Fleck shakes 
Ruth’s hand, both happy and joyful 
at seeing how they combined their 
instruments together.
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The Mountain in Our Backyard 
Kruti Patel

A little peaceful time alone can give you the opportunity to connect with 
yourself again. I used the word “again” because, as we all know, in our gen-
eration, people are so busy that they don’t have time for themselves. Students 
who are taking AP exams or any kind of exams have been working so hard for 
the whole year, just to pass that exam. That can get stressful. Here’s something 
you should do when all your exams are finished: you can go mountain climb-
ing! And guess what— you don’t have to go to the Himalayas for climbing, 
because we have East Rock Mountain right beside our school. It’s not just 
about the actual climbing, but about that feeling you get when you reached the 
top of the mountain. The fresh air makes you feel free from all the problems 
you had or are still going through. That little moment with yourself can help 
you start to enjoy every moment in your life. Not only that, but being in quiet 
place also gives you a better understanding of the things you actually want in 
your life. 
 You might able to see the statue from the ground, but the journey up is 
no joke. I couldn’t believe my eyes as the steps got steeper and steeper. I didn’t 
think we could possibly be taking that route— I thought that Mr. Brochin had 
lost his mind! The more we climbed, the smaller the ground looked. At first, I 
was afraid of heights, but I told myself “don’t look down” and it worked. I felt 
safer, and more like an explorer. I successfully made it to the top and the view 
made the whole journey worth it.
 All in all, the class trip up to East Rock brought our journalism class 
together. Before the trip, not everyone knew each other, but during the climb 
up, everyone helped one another and didn’t hesitate to talk to each other. It 
gave our class a sense of community as we all worked together. It’s amazing 
how a simple thing like a hike can bring people together. We all know that it 
feels wonderful to achieve your goal, and climbing up the mountain can give 
you that feeling of success. 
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Prom 2k15
Shauntasia Hicks

Prom last night was amazing! Our 
Governors were dressed to kill! Beau-
tiful gowns and spiffy tuxedos that 
only us Governor’s could pull off. 
We danced the night away to music 
picked by the best DJ that Cross has 
had in recent memory, DJ Boogie 
Fresh.The sounds of Aventura and 
Fetty Wap filled the halls of Fantasia. 
Its the last night many of us will see 
each other for a long time. gradua-
tion is just around the corner. Pretty 
soon the seniors will go their separate  
ways onto better things. One thing is 
for sure Cross will surely miss them.
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Career Day

For the first time in years, Cross 
hosted an event targeted at 
students who are considering 
options other than college. Sev-
enteen people from around New 
Haven came to discuss their 
respective careers, and ways to 
get a headstart in that field. Read 
more on page 26.
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Ray Little: Class of 1989
Ray was a four year starter on the varsity football team (1985-1988). During 
Ray’s football career, he excelled on the field and received many accolades. As 
a senior, he helped lead the Governors to a 7-3 record.

Accepting for George Wheeler: Class of 1937
George Wheeler became the first ever athlete from what is now Wilbur Cross 
to be named to an All-State team. He was responsible for Cross’s finishing of 
the 1936 season with a 6-3-1 record.

Jim Reynolds: Coach 1994-2008
Jim Reynolds was hired in 1994 to 
take over from coaching legend Bob 
Saulsbury. He guided the Governors 
to 6 Southern Connecticut Conference 
Championship games (1998, 1999, 
2000, 2002, 2004, and 2008). Jim’s 
best team was in 2003 when he led 
the Governors to a 26-2 record.

Mark DeCola: Class of 1980
As a hockey player, he was known 
to be fast, and an outstanding goal 
scorer. In 1980, Mark led the state 
in goal scoring, with 29 goals and 
31 assists, for a total of 60 points. 
Mark helped lead to Governors to the 
Quarterfinals of the State Tournament, 
where they lost a hard-fought battle to 
Trinity Catholic.

Hall of Fame
Descriptions by Daniel Iturbide
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Accepting for Clorinda “School Girl” Mongillo: Class of 1938
The late “School Girl” Mongillo was the first great female athlete to come out 
of the city of New Haven. She attended what was known as Commercial High 
School (1936-1938), where she played girls basketball. She once scored 40 
points in a game, setting the team record for most points scored by one player. 

Jim Abel: Class of 1956
Jim “Butch” Abel was considered 
one of the most dominant high school 
pitchers in Connecticut during the 
mid-1950s. Jim posted a career pitch-
ing win-loss ratio of 19-6 while at 
Wilbur Cross High School.

The 1987 Wilbur Cross Girl’s Track and Field Team 
The Wilbur Cross Girl’s 1987 Track and Field Team won our first champion-
ships in the class L division for the Governors. This dynamic group of young 
women was led by Coaches Jim Borkowski and Gloria Riley Rodriguez.

Freddie Collins: Class of 1981
Freddie Collins was a member of 
the Wilbur Cross basketball program 
that went on to win three consecutive 
State Championships spanning the 
years 1979-1981. He lead the Gover-
nors to an 80-73 win over Holy Cross 
of Waterbury to secure a third straight 
Class LL State Championship.
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  He talked about how you can’t just work in your dream job. You have 
to work to get there because nothing in life is handed to you. He taught stu-
dents that you have to earn your dream job, and when you get to that point, 
you have to always strive to do better. 
 Police officers Tiffany Ortiz and Jocelyn Lanvandier talked about their 
work police force. “There are many different opportunities in the New Ha-
ven police force. You can work in criminal justice, homicides, robbery, street 
control, and much more. That’s what we’re here for- security. We risk our lives 
every day to make New Haven as safe as possible.” Students who’re interested 
in doing something for the country should look into serving in the police force.  
 Another professional discussed careers in business and the arts with 
students. “It started by accident then it progressed to a successful business,” 
said Chris Randall, a successful photographer and entrepreneur. “But then I 
realized that I enjoyed art shows and exhibits and that I wanted to take part 
of it and be that person behind the scene of something great.” This outlook 
should encourage students to go out and experience new things because you’ll 
never know what you end up doing. Sometimes accidents can be life changing 
events that can determine what you’ll do in your future. 
 “I am proud when I see my family and other citizens who feel happy 
and safe,” said Shamsuddin Al-Uqdah, an officer in the U.S. army.  “I know 
that I’m one of the soldiers who is helping to protect our country. We would 
do any anything to maintain the safety of the American people.”
 Cassandra R. Davis, former member of the Navy, talked to us about the 
requirements to join. “It’s all about your physical and mental health,” she said. 
To join the Navy, you must graduate from high school and get your parent’s 
signature if you are seventeen old, but when you’re eighteen you can enlist 
yourself. However, if you want to enlist, you have to pass the ASVAB, which 
is a test that is used to determine whether a person is qualified to be enlisted 
in the Armed Forces.You also have to be very physically fit and in shape. The 
navy also offers many opportunities in terms of both jobs and education. Your 
college education is paid for, which removes the cost barrier for many fami-
lies. There are many fields to go into, from arts and media, aviation, nuclear 
power, healthcare, information and technology, and many more.

Career Day At Cross
Leah Rivers, Gabriel Ramirez, Daniel 
Iturbide, Kruti Patel, Iryiana Rivera, 
Murielle Elle Sawasawa 

Once again, the Wilbur Cross admin-
istration proves that they are doing 
their best to make their students as 
successful as possible. Cross recently 
organized a Career Day display for 
students who might be unsure wheth-
er or not to attend college. This year 
is the first time that we have hosted a 
career fair. 
 “According to a survey that 
the guidance faculty did of junior and 
seniors, we have realized that there 
are many students who don’t plan to 
go to college or immediately begin 
working. To help these students, we 
planned this fair to allow them to 
investigate careers that don’t involve 
four years of college. Students had 
the opportunity to meet professionals 
who may help them plan their future." 
There are also some students want to 
go to college but can’t due to personal 
or financial problems. To provide 
them with other opportunities, our 
faculty brought in seventeen profes-
sionals from the community, who 
were representatives from different 
fields. These professionals talked to 
students and told them about ways to 
succeed without going to college for 
four years.  
 One of the professionals pres-
ent was a security guard, Ms. Starr 
Brit. She said, "Career Day is a great 
informational event. Kids can now 
have a better idea of what they want 
to do. Even though Ms. Britt said she 
loves her job, she said that she would 
have preferred to go into the medical 
field, but the timing didn't work out. 
"However, I had a family and this job 
just fit my schedule and was more 
convenient for me."Chris Brown, a 
representative from Yale University 
said, “Make sure you end up working 
in a field that you like, and enjoy”
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One Building, Two Schools
Aneurin Canham-Clyne with Shauntasia Hicks

Wilbur Cross High School is the largest 
school in New Haven, and is supposedly a 
center of diversity. Cross routinely has as-
semblies celebrating the school’s diversity, 
and a whole section of the school is called 
the International Academy. However, the 
school is divided, in part by the Advanced 
Placement Program. The Proclamation con-
ducted a survey, and received some three 
hundred and twenty four responses from 
one hundred and eighty one students tak-
ing AP classes at Cross, and interviewed a 
broad array of Cross students. Wilbur Cross 
is fifty percent Hispanic, thirty six percent 
Black, and eleven percent White, but the 
results of the survey show a dispropor-
tionately white AP program, incongruous 
with the student body’s demographics as a 
whole. Thirty seven percent of survey responses were from white students, representing sixty eight individuals, includ-
ing students who said they were white and something else. Fourteen percent of survey responses, or twelve percent 
of the individuals, were from black students. The AP program is around three times whiter than Wilbur Cross’ student 
body as a whole.
 One respondent, a Hispanic girl, wrote that she’d felt isolated in the AP program: “People tend to stay away 
from others simply because of skin color.” Another survey read, “I’m constantly one of the only black people in my 
class, and other people expect different of me.”  
 The demographic disparity between classes at Cross seems to have its roots in elementary and middle schools. 
The majority of the students in the AP program come to Cross from four middle schools; Worthington Hooker, Nathan 
Hale, and Edgewood, which are located in generally high income, white, affluent areas of New Haven, Edgewood’s 
neighborhood having the highest voter turnout. The fourth, Betsy Ross, an arts magnet school, is disproportionately 
white compared to the citywide school system. Only two of these schools, Hooker and Nathan Hale, have neighbor-
hood preference for Wilbur Cross, meaning that their students go to Cross unless their parents request they attend a 
different school. Betsy Ross is unaffected by neighborhood preference. Students from the area surrounding Edgewood 
have neighborhood preference for Hillhouse High School, which is seventy four percent black. According to our sur-
vey, there are fifteen students from Edgewood in the AP program here, twelve of whom are white. 
 Gabe Freiman is a white junior who said, in response to the middle school data, that the AP program was so 
disproportionate because “A lot of the white kids here at Cross don’t actually come from the neighborhoods that Cross 
is supposed to [draw students from].” “Middle schools are where those communities start to develop, the ones that 
make people join AP classes. If we didn’t have AP classes, the division would still exist but it would be that minori-
ties would be in college level classes and white students would be in honors classes.” One Hispanic student Shauntasia 
and I interviewed, Nylevet Elias, said “I feel like an outsider.” While discussing some of the kids in her AP classes, she 
said, “They all knew each other, they grew up together, they’re like the best of friends. If you, like, try to talk to them 
they look at you a certain type of way. Or if you say something in class that’s not very smart or something, they’ll judge 
you.” She said the atmosphere in the class makes her “underestimate” herself, “like ‘oh I’m not good enough.’ I don’t 
try as hard. I could be a top person in the class but I just feel like since I’m judged I just basically shut down.”
 I interviewed a white senior with four AP’s about why he thought the atmosphere between AP and college 
classes was so different. After a long pause he said, “because college students expect not to go over a lot of content.” 
He said that AP classes “were just a lot less nonsense.” When asked what his AP classes looked like, he replied, “like 
fifty percent white.” He described Cross’ atmosphere as “a zoo” and elaborated saying, “I always hear some pretty stu-
pid things in the halls, like broken English about childish things.”

(Special Opinion Article)
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Continued from last page

 A black AP student, Amaris Topper, said 
“If you’re a minority you know you’re a minority.” 
Later adding, “If you think of a black girl at Cross, 
you’re not going to think ‘Oh she’s in AP courses.’ 
But if you think of a white kid at Cross you think, 
‘Oh they’re the top of their class, AP class.’ Stuff like 
that.” Enoch Cain, a half black and half white senior 
in multiple APs, told us, “I think more kids have the 
potential to take AP classes, but a lot of them don’t 
see that, because of the atmosphere in this school. It 
is discouraging kids from challenging themselves.” 
 White students are the largest presence in at 
least half of the AP classes. Seven of the twenty two 
classes are mostly white. In another four classes, 
white students represent a plurality, and in a twelfth 
class, there are as many white students and Hispanic students. Thirty two of the sixty one students taking three or more 
AP classes identified themselves as White. Seven identified themselves as Black, and eighteen said Hispanic. So a 
student who takes only one AP class likely has class with several kids who have many other APs. In this way, relatively 
few students with a large number of AP classes have an outsize impact on the atmosphere and classroom composition 
of the program.   
 I asked Equan Williams, a black college class student, what he thought of AP students. He responded, “Just be-
cause they’re in the AP classes, they might just think that they’re smarter than everybody else, but that’s not the case.” 
With regards to the demographic disparity he said “[white kids] might have a better relationship with the teachers.” 
He said that this was true with certain teachers. When asked if he learned a lot in normal classes, he responded with a 
drawn out “Hell no.” He told me that teachers put more effort into teaching AP classes because “if there are kids in that 
classroom they put one hundred percent effort into teaching those people.” He told me that the self-segregation was 
entrenched, “it’s always going to be like that.”   
 Much of the AP program is self-replicating; kids go where their siblings went, and people hear about the pro-
gram through family and friends. With the exception of a couple of students from Worthington Hooker, no one Shaunta-
sia and I interviewed mentioned being told about AP classes by their middle school. I went to Cross because my brother 
went here, it was through him that I first heard of AP classes. Seeing as there is not an effective system to educate kids 
about AP classes before they come to Cross or during their freshman year, the program’s population remains similar 
year to year. 
 One student, Robert Vallombroso, a white twelfth grader, told us, “In eighth grade I had this guidance counselor. 
She told me I should take Biology and Algebra 2 when I was a freshman. But she told me that if I did that I couldn’t 
take honors.” When I asked if his counselor told him about AP courses he said, “No, because she had no idea what she 
was doing.” As a freshman, he knew that “AP courses were college courses.” He said, “I thought that they were off-
campus courses, because I still had no idea what an AP course was. 
No one ever bothered to tell me.” Greg Cherry, a white senior in 
AP classes from Edgewood, told us that he found out about the AP 
program through “Cameron, like hearing stories from his brothers, 
Zach and Coulter, about the classes they took.” Jordan Counsel, a 
black junior who attended Amistad, a largely black charter school, 
said, “My guidance counselor doesn’t even talk to me, so it could be 
that they’re not spreading awareness.” Julia Joy, a white Junior, told 
The Proclamation that “an alum of my middle school, Worthing-
ton Hooker, came from Cross and told us about AP classes and 
clubs.” Dimas Catalan, who is a Hispanic AP student, told us that 
he thought many minority students didn’t take AP classes because, 
“there’s nothing to encourage them to take it, other than their peers.” 
He later added, “There’s no one to push them.”
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 A Hispanic student I surveyed wrote this 
about his teachers: “They see my skin color and 
think I won’t cooperate with anyone or do any 
work. They see me and put me with other col-
ored kids when group work comes along.” 
There’s a joke I’ve heard about college classes, 
that “The kids in there couldn’t even spell AP.” 
I laughed the first couple of times I heard it. But 
after a couple of years, and a series of college 
classes where I was one of the only White stu-
dents, I started wondering what it would be like 
if the college kids heard the stuff we’d said about 
them. Many jokes that stopped being funny to 
me after that. 
 Questions were raised regarding the AP 
program that couldn’t be answered by numbers 
alone. The last field in our survey asked students 
if they’d ever experienced racial discrimina-
tion at Cross. A mixed race student wrote, “Yes, 
because it’s hard to connect to people who don’t 
want to connect to you due to race.”  Many 
respondents expressed similar sentiments; some 
felt actively discriminated against, more felt isolated or acknowledged the existence of a racial hierarchy. Though a 
majority of students did not feel discriminated against, there was a tendency in the surveys, and later in our interviews, 
to conflate bigotry with discrimination. 
 The program is not a closed door to minority students and it is not run by bigots. The demographic dispropor-
tion raises the question of whether or not the program is institutionally racist, meaning that due to structure and prac-
tices the AP proram may discriminate along racial lines, despite the intentions and efforts of individuals. Eighty one 
percent of white students take multiple AP classes, which contributes to an insular atmosphere that can lead to students 
of color feeling isolated, or avoiding the program altogether.  
 Shauntasia Hicks is the co-editor in chief of The Proclamation. She’s a junior, she’s black, and she is in three 
APs. She worked on this story, doing interviews, surveys, organizing, data analysis, editing and revising. She was the 
last student I interviewed. We spoke extensively about what it is like to be a black female in AP classes. She said that 
often her peers, especially her white peers, “bring up an irrelevant topic to disqualify me.”  I asked her if she felt isolat-
ed in her classes, she said, “Yeah, I know what some kids think about black people here. They think we’re stupid. They 
think we’re lazy, and they say it out loud. It’s subtle, but they will mention it. On the school bus I heard someone get 
called three fifths of a person.” Shauntasia said that even though our teachers were great, many of them turned a blind 
eye to the racial tensions in their classrooms, AP or otherwise. 
 Later in our conversation she said “If I didn’t know the AP program was important in furthering my education, 
I would not be a part of the AP program.” When I asked her about getting into AP classes she told me “I had to go to 
my guidance counselor. I knew about it at West Haven High. I was taking AP US. I was going to take it sophomore year 
back when I thought I was going to stay there. But then I came here and I couldn’t take it, which was odd, because I 
guess they don’t accept transfer students, but I know a student who definitely got in because his dad came in.” She told 
me that this other transfer student was rich, and white, and had gone to Edgewood. “Kids in Westville don’t go to Hill-
house like they’re supposed to. They go to Cross, because supposedly they offer more AP classes. But the truth is they 
just don’t want to be around a bunch of black kids.” I asked if the administration could improve minority enrollment, 
and she told me they could by “telling students of color, students in college and honors classes, that ‘You guys are more 
than capable of taking AP classes.’ They’re not that hard. They way college kids get treated here is crappy.” One of her 
teachers was particularly odious. “She would talk normally with the white kids, but with the black kids she would be 
like, ‘Do you know what rent is?’ ‘Do you know what a lease is?’ Everyone knows what rent is.” She later added, “I 
was in a college class for two months, until it just got too easy. And during that time the teacher condescended to kids 
all the time, to their faces.” I asked if the teacher treated his honors class differently “Oh yeah” she told me “And he 
said that I’m going to treat you guys way differently.”
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A white classmate from one of 
Shauntasia Hicks’ AP classes once 
threw a tray and crumbs at her. “I was 
in lunch, this was a couple of months 
ago, and some guy decides to throw his 
tray on me like I’m some kind of zoo 
animal. It only happens to me with the 
white people, no kid of color has ever 
done that to me.” She suggested there 
should be a channel for students to re-
port and resolve harassment that could 
be racially motivated. 
 Towards the end of our conver-
sation, Shauntasia gestured around the 
cafeteria. “Look at that table.” she said. 
Two of the long tables were populated 
by white AP students. There were at 
least half a dozen empty seats. The 
other tables on the senior side were 
packed with students of color. “This 
cafeteria is a reflection of how New 
Haven is.” 
 In my four years at this school, 
administrators and teachers and guid-
ance counselors have told me that my 
friends and I are special. They said 
we are special because we are smart, 
because we work hard, get things done. 
We are the good kind of kids. They 
were right; we are special. We are 
because we have this island in Wilbur 
Cross where we get to take the classes 
we want, where doors are open to us. 
We are special because we don’t have 
to work for this benefit, we get it based 
on our schedules and our addresses and 
our skin. When I was a freshman, a 
kid in college world history tried to 
convince me that the college level 
classes were better than the Hon-
ors and AP classes, because college 
classes taught you more. In the end, 
he was pretty much right. 

The interviews in this article were 
recorded to ensure the accuracy of 
all quotations. For further ques-
tions about the statistics email  The 
Proclamation at proclamationedi-
tors@gmail.com. 
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Law Day

To celebrate Law Day, students from 
different social studies classes went 
to the New Haven courthouse, where 
they patricipated in a mock trial. The 
event encouraged students to learn 
more about law and the justice sys-
tem, and to answer questions about 
courtroom proceedings.
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Family Fun Night at Wilbur Cross
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Fiddler Impresses

Cross Drama put on a brilliant per-
formance of Fiddler on the Roof. 
Mrs. Frechette’s director’s note said 
“I remember asking them one day in 
rehearsal to write down the most im-
portant things in their lives, and then 
write down what they think are the 
most important things in Tevye’s life 
and in the lives of the villagers living 
in Anetevka. They discussed the uni-
versal human values, the family, the 
society, the poignancy and grief that 
comes with extraordinary change.”
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My Old School 
Carly Berwick

A few months ago, in a fit of nostal-
gia and procrastination, I clicked on 
the web site of New Haven’s Wilbur 
Cross High School, my old school. 
There, above images of the school 
play, is the fully digital Proclamation, 
the newspaper, which unfurls with 
each click. When I had been editor 
in 1990-1991, computer layout was a 
recent innovation. In 1989, we were 
still cutting and pasting typed articles 
on layout sheets, which were then 
sent to a printer. A March 1991 edito-
rial praises improvements in a part-
nership with IBM, which had donated 
a computer: spell-check had just been 
added. 
 But I was struck less by the 
wonders of technological advance-
ment than by just how good the 
writing was. No bloopers marred the 
copy, as in most high school papers, 
where half-sentences trail off into the 
ether, never to be completed, or where 
apostrophes are ghosts, appearing in 
unpredictable places, if at all. 
 In the February 2015 issue, 
associate editor Shauntasia Hicks 
writes, in response to post-Ferguson 
protests, “Nearly every day I scroll 
down my newsfeeds and see memes 
and posts about Dr. King. In almost 
all cases his most powerful words are 
misquoted and taken out of context, 
creating a whitewashed, passive, and 
inactive agenda that silences much 
discussion about race relations and in-
justice in this country.” She points out 
that King wrote the seldom-quoted “A 
riot is the language of the unheard” 
and cites literary theorist Gayatri Spi-
vak’s critique of using revered histori-
cal figures to silence activism. 
 Hicks, 16 at the time, pub-
lished this a few months before Ta-
Nehisi Coates wrote in The Atlantic, 
on April 27, 2015, “When nonvio-
lence is preached as an attempt to 
evade the repercussions

 of police brutality, it betrays itself.” 
She beat Coates to the call to not use 
nonviolence as a platitude. How does 
Cross instill this critical thinking—the 
grail of secondary school learning? 
 I had wanted to return to the 
school because I was curious about 
the 16 and 17-year-olds putting 
together The Proclamation today. In 
1991, it was a group of young white 
women—the two editors before me 
had also been women, one of them 
African American—who included a 
future doctor, lawyer, city planner, as 
well as Janna Wagner, co-founder of 
New Haven’s All Our Kin. I found a 
day off and took the train from Grand 
Central one Friday this spring, after 
advisor James Brochin invited me to 
class. 
 When I walked to the school 
for the first time in 24 years, I 
couldn’t find the find entrance: it had 
migrated from Mitchell Drive to face 
the parking lot. In the years I was a 
Cross student, 1989-1991, there were 
a handful of drive-by shootings, now 
arguably less expedient with an en-
trance fronting a parking lot. 
 The paper intermittently re-
corded the violence of the era. In 

1978, a teacher was shot and killed 
inside Cross; he is remembered in 
the December 1988 paper. In 1991, 
a shooting outside the cafeteria led 
the paper’s editor, Tali Avitsur, to 
report that the argument was between 
two gang members: “A senior who 
asked not to be named explained that 
many boys involved with gangs carry 
guns.” The school dismissed metal 
detectors as an option. “I hope it nev-
er comes to that,” said then-principal 
John Courtmanche.
 On my visit this May, I was 
waved through a metal detector. I 
walked into the front office without 
showing an ID, just as when I had 
been a student I passed through the 
building without so much as a nod 
from the burly assistant principals. 
One of the most important things 
Cross teaches its students, at a key 
moment in life, is that class privi-
lege—and white privilege--is real. 
Privilege unfolds in small, even kind 
gestures, such as not asking if some-
one belongs. It doled out that lesson 
generously in the 80s and 90s. I’m 
grateful I didn’t need my eyes opened 
quite as wide later in life. 
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In 1990-91, the Proclamation also 
covered race and class—as well as the 
percentage of students who had had 
sex (52%), the sorry state of school 
lunches, Yale’s obligation to city 
schools, and the poor maintenance 
of the building, which had not been 
renovated for three decades. In 1990, 
the Black Student Alliance held a 
forum on black history that had to be 
halted because organizers “sensed im-
minent chaos,” according to reporter 
Bharati Narumanchi. The group’s 
very name came under question—was 
it exclusionary?—as did definitions 
of black culture. “One of the things 
we realized was that we, as students, 
teachers, and administrators are ex-
tremely ignorant of African-American 
history,” wrote BSA president Sher-
rie Randolph in a letter. “African 
American history is part of American 
history.” It seems incredible now that 
this needed to be said—but it did.
 Talking about race and privi-
lege happened both all the time and 
very little in the early 90s. Yet stu-
dents at Cross, so economically and 
racially diverse, could never not think 
about social position. 
 In November 1990, I wrote 
that the publications—yearbook, 
literary magazine, and newspaper—
were being accused of being elitist. 
“Cross’s publications are headed 
predominantly by students in the up-
per tracks with similar backgrounds,” 
I wrote then. “The output of our work 
tends to reflect this. But through the 
increased interest and commitment of 
the rest of the Cross community can 
the diversity of our school be accu-
rately acknowledged.” 
 Today’s current Proclamation 
staff acknowledge that sampling bias 
from Advanced Placement classes 
remains a problem.  It’s not theirs 
alone. This skew persists all the way 
up; publishing salaries barely match 
babysitting. Still, Cross students 
today are smarter and more sophisti-
cated about the Rubik’s-Cube-like 

complexity of representing voice 
in a diverse community. They have 
books plus the Internet; they have 
print copies of The New Yorker, plus 
the “Thomas Friedman op-ed genera-
tor,” a fine bit of web-only satire the 
staff played around with the Friday I 
visited. The December 2014 Procla-
mation featured a debate over protest 
tactics in Ferguson. “New racism 
comes cloaked in an arbitrary feeling 
of entitlement,” write Alyssa Pagan 
and Allegra Ranelli. Sounds like 
the old racism, but more precisely 
autopsied. Riots may be rebellions 
by another word, the writers argue, 
allying themselves with contemporary 
sociologists. 
 With its leafy setting, bleating 
buzzers, and apologetic PA announce-
ments, Cross could be any American 
high school, where adolescent desire 
and self-recrimination steep in bore-
dom and occasionally meet epiphany. 
But Cross has the rare privilege of 
true demographic diversity: difference 
meets and jostles in the hallways and 
sports fields, sometimes in class. I 
spoke with New Yorker writer Wil-
liam Finnegan in 1990, when he pro-
filed a Cross dropout. Few American 
high schools mix Ivy League faculty 
brats and kids from the projects, he 
noted. Maybe this sounds dismissive. 
For New Haven, it counts as school 
pride. 
 Carly Berwick is an English 
teacher and journalist, who has writ-
ten for The New York Times, The-
Atlantic.com, Bloomberg News, Next 
City, and other publications.

Let’s pretend I care
Aneurin Canham-Clyne

It would be wrong to say that I hated 
Cross. I do not know how wrong. 
Wilbur Cross doesn’t fit the nouns 
I’ve mustered for it. It is not a school, 
an experience, an institution or even 
an education. Wilbur Cross will be 
part of me for the rest of my life.  
 When I was a freshman there 
was this kid who would throw pen-
nies at my history teacher from the 
doorway. Some of the smartest people 
I knew dropped out of this place. Af-
ter four years I still do not know why 
I am here. 
 If there’s a good thing about 
Cross it’s that I’m free here. Free to 
come and go as I please, “I have to go 
to ECA.” I’ve never set foot in ECA 
in daylight. Free to choose the things 
that I do. Free to choose the people I 
associate with. Free to do nothing. I’ll 
miss this futile liberty. 
 Cross falls prey to toxic op-
timism. There’s this belief here that 
things get better in school, that the 
world improves over time, maybe 
even that institutions change of their 
own accord. It is there, though often 
unexpressed, in all of us. Over the 
hundreds of days this optimism, this 
blindness, corrodes. But the acid here 
wears on the personality as well. 
 At least a dozen of my pens 
have been dropped through the holes 
into the chemistry lab benches.
 “There is no story that is not 
true.” I put some quotes in here from 
things I’ve read here, because they 
say what I cannot. I won’t apologize 
for my pretentions. 
 Never in my life have I felt 
such despair as I have in these halls. 
Cross is great for some people, hell it 
was great for me, but the walls ooze 
hopelessness. Too many ghosts walk 
the halls. I don’t mean the spirits of 
the dead. The ghosts of Cross are the 
soon to be dead.
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Continued from last page. 
 My face went numb in art 
once. Time stopped, it always does 
here. I’m not bitter, I swear. I wish 
that I could stay, and never have come 
here. 
 A quarter of the population 
disappears at the end of every year. 
Graduation, transfer, drop out, re-
hab, death. Pick one. To be here is to 
live all five at once. And this is what 
makes Cross a useful time. There are 
good people here, there are commu-
nities, there are fun times and even 
some classes that aren’t half bad. 
Cross is among the only places in this 
run down hellhole of a college town 
where people have to integrate. It is 
the unspoken law, present from the 
first until years later that the normal 
census categories break down here. 
Just a bit.
 “All that I felt in that moment, 
standing by the altar at Villanueva de 
la Canada”
 A girl in one of my Latin 
classes made dreadful shrieking 
noises seemingly at random. The year 
I took that class our principal left the 
intercom on during a series of fights, 
so that we all heard her say “Don’t let 
them know we’ve lost control of the 
school.” She retired that June. 
 I’m proud to say I go here. If 
only because Cross would beat Hop-
kins in a street fight. When people 
who don’t go here talk junk about 
Cross I’m very tempted to steal small 
things from their homes. I’ve only 
been to two Cross games. Cross is my 
school, my country, my home. When I 
leave here, my life will be immeasur-
ably lessened, as though something 
energetic and desperate and meaning-
ful has died forever. Cross will stand 
even after I have stopped going here. 
Cross will open its doors even when 
there are no people here who would 
remember my face, or yours. 
 I will not be here to see the 
freshmen, to watch the fights, to skip 
class, to mess around and argue. 

I feel like I’ve done nothing, I re-
member doing everything.
 I apologize that this is not 
particularly coherent, but I don’t care 
anymore. Did Cross break me, or is 
this apathy the desired result?
 These words started as a 
confusing knot that sat in my chest 
one night as I walked back here for 
a newspaper meeting. It was single 
digits, I was coming back to do some-
thing I supposedly enjoyed, why then 
did I dread these halls so?
 “I have measured out my life 
in coffee spoons.”
 My experience is ultimately 
meaningless. “There is nothing either 
good or bad, but thinking makes it 
so.” There is no truth, 
at least none that I am 
capable of understand-
ing, certainly not in here. 
Three people I know were 
murdered while I went 
to school here. Though 
only one was a Cross 
kid. I have the watches of 
another of that trinity.
 “But the legalities 
of eating you are quite a 
bit dicier”
 It’s been four 
years, and I know less 
than ever. I came here an 
arrogant freshmen, I leave 
here confused, demoral-
ized, hopeless, apathetic, 
euphoric. I know that 
bomb threats waste more 
time than fire drills. I 
know that library passes 
are easy to fake. I know 
that you will forget me. 
I know that I can leave 
now. This is the way my 
time ends. This is the way 
my time ends. This is the 
way my time ends. Not 
with a bang, but with a 
diploma. 
 “I do not think that 
they will sing to me.”

Simply the Best. Catering, Bakery, Sit Down. 
1012 State Street, New Haven 06511

(203) 782-6767 
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Mao Mao, Children !

I went to China over spring 
break with Mr. Mckin-
ney and a number of other 
economics students. While 
there, we visited Beijing and 
Hong Kong. It was interest-
ing to see the daily applica-
tion of a different political 
system. The best part of the 
experience was unfamiliar-
ity, being in China was a 
complete break with the 
feeling of being in America. 
The world is too large to 
conceptualize. The only 
way to understand the facts 
I knew and the images I had 
seen for so many years was 
to go to China. Here are 
some pictures from our trip.

This guy raised crickets for fight-
ing. 
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Mr. Brochin’s Civics classes went on 
a field trip much closer to home. 



The Proclamation 39 June 2015

On March 17, 2015, twelve Wilbur Cross students 
competed and won at the CT COLT Poetry Recitation 
Contest held at Lyman Hall High School, in Walling-
ford. They won a total of 10  medals: 3 gold,  3 silver, 
and 4 bronze. Here are a list of the winners:

Gold medal:
Chelsea Cancel in the Spanish Heritage category
Jonathan Hayward in Modern Greek 2
Lewis Nelken in Modern Greek 3

Silver medal:
Abigail Eswarakumar in French 2
Taylor Nelson in Modern Greek 2
Sarah Sawa Sawa in the French – heritage category

Bronze medal:
Alex Gonzalez in Italian 3
Khadija Hussain in French 3
Melissa Kininga in French I
Leah Rivers in Italian I
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